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OAKVILLE JAGUARS SOCCER ACADEMY 
Drone (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) Policy 

In Alignment with Canada Soccer Safe Sport Principles and Transport Canada 
Regulations 

 
1. Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure the safe, responsible, and lawful use of drones 
(Unmanned Aerial Vehicles – UAVs) during OAKVILLE JAGUARS SOCCER ACADEMY 
activities. 
The Academy recognizes that drones can enhance coaching, player development, event 
promotion, and game analysis. However, their use must never compromise participant 
safety, privacy, or the Safe Sport environment. 
 
2. Scope 
This policy applies to: 

 Coaches 
 Technical staƯ 
 Team managers 
 Players 
 Parents and guardians 
 Volunteers 
 Contractors 
 Spectators 
 Media personnel 

 
This policy applies to all Academy activities, including: 

 Training sessions 
 Matches 
 Festivals and tournaments 



 Camps and clinics 
 Club events 
 Academy facilities 
 OƯ-site venues used by the Academy 

 
 
3. Policy Statement 
Drone operations must: 

 Prioritize the safety of all participants. 
 Respect individual privacy. 
 Comply with all applicable laws and regulations. 
 Support coaching or Academy operations only when authorized. 
 Never interfere with the conduct of soccer activities. 

Unauthorized drone use is prohibited. 

 
4. Authorized Drone Operations 
Only individuals authorized by the Academy may operate a drone during Academy 
activities. 
Authorization may be granted for: 

 Technical analysis 
 Coach education 
 Match recording 
 Promotional photography or videography 
 Academy marketing 
 Facility inspections 
 Special events 

All operators must comply with applicable Transport Canada regulations and any 
municipal or facility rules. 
 
5. Safety Requirements 
Drone operators must: 

 Conduct a pre-flight safety inspection. 
 Ensure weather conditions are suitable. 
 Maintain visual line of sight with the drone where required by law. 
 Keep a safe distance from players, oƯicials, spectators, and buildings. 
 Never fly directly over participants unless specifically permitted by applicable 

regulations. 
 Land the drone immediately if safety becomes a concern. 



Drone operations must never distract players or interfere with training or competition. 
 
6. Privacy and Child Protection 
Because many Academy participants are minors, extra care must be taken to protect 
privacy. 
Drone operators must: 

 Respect the privacy of all participants. 
 Avoid unnecessary close-up recording of children. 
 Use recorded images only for approved Academy purposes. 
 Follow the Academy's Photography, Video, and Social Media policies. 
 Obtain appropriate consent where required. 

Images or videos may not be used in a manner that could embarrass, exploit, or identify 
children without appropriate authorization. 
 
7. Restricted Operations 
The following activities are prohibited: 

 Flying drones over players during games or training. 
 Operating drones inside indoor facilities unless authorized and permitted. 
 Flying during severe weather. 
 Flying while under the influence of alcohol, cannabis, or drugs. 
 Using drones to intimidate, harass, or monitor individuals. 
 Operating drones without Academy approval. 
 Allowing players to operate drones during Academy activities unless part of an 

approved supervised educational activity. 
 
8. Emergency Procedures 
Drone operations must stop immediately if: 

 A participant enters the operational area. 
 Equipment malfunction occurs. 
 Weather conditions become unsafe. 
 Emergency services are responding. 
 Academy staƯ instruct the operator to stop. 

Any drone-related incident, injury, or property damage must be reported immediately using 
the Academy Incident Report Form. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
9. Responsibilities 
Academy 

 Approve authorized drone operators. 
 Ensure compliance with Safe Sport and privacy requirements. 
 Maintain this policy and review it annually. 

Drone Operators 
 Operate safely and legally. 
 Maintain equipment. 
 Follow Academy procedures. 
 Respect participant privacy. 

Coaches 
 Coordinate drone activities with training plans. 
 Ensure player safety is never compromised. 

Parents and Spectators 
 Refrain from operating personal drones during Academy activities unless 

authorized. 
 
10. Violations 
Failure to comply with this policy may result in: 

 Immediate suspension of drone operations. 
 Removal from the facility. 
 Revocation of authorization. 
 Disciplinary action under Academy policies. 
 Referral to the appropriate authorities where required. 

 
11. Best Practices 
OAKVILLE JAGUARS SOCCER ACADEMY encourages drone use only when it: 

 Improves coaching and player development. 
 Supports tactical analysis. 
 Enhances Academy communications and promotion. 
 Is conducted professionally, safely, and respectfully. 

Player safety and child protection will always take precedence over photography, 
videography, or technical analysis. 
 
 
 



 
 
12. Review 
This policy will be reviewed annually and updated to remain consistent with: 

 Canada Soccer Safe Sport Framework 
 Ontario Soccer policies 
 Applicable privacy legislation 
 Applicable aviation regulations 
 Academy operational needs 

 
Commitment Statement 
OAKVILLE JAGUARS SOCCER ACADEMY is committed to ensuring that any use of drone 
technology supports player development while maintaining the highest standards of safety, 
privacy, professionalism, and child protection. All drone operations must place the welfare 
of participants first and reflect the Academy's commitment to Safe Sport and responsible 
risk management. 
 


