OAKVILLE JAGUARS SOCCER ACADEMY
Child Protection Code of Conduct

1. Purpose

OAKVILLE JAGUARS SOCCER ACADEMY has developed this Child Protection Code
of Conduct to support a safe, respectful, and positive soccer environment for all
participants.

The safety, rights, and well-being of every child are at the core of the Academy’s
operations. We are committed to fostering supportive relationships with children while
always maintaining clear and appropriate professional boundaries.

2. Why a Code of Conduct is Important
OAKVILLE JAGUARS SOCCER ACADEMY is committed to ensuring all children are
protected and safe. This Code of Conduct is a key component in creating and
maintaining a Safe Sport environment.
The intent of this Code is to:
e Guide players, coaches, and parents in building healthy, respectful relationships
e Establish clear expectations for appropriate behaviour
e Protect children from harm, abuse, and misconduct
e Promote accountability and professionalism among all staff and volunteers

3. Core Principles
All coaches, staff, and volunteers must:
e Always prioritize the safety and well-being of children
e Treat all children with dignity, respect, and fairness
e Create an inclusive, positive, and supportive environment
e Act as positive role models both on and off the field

4. Treating Children with Dignity and Maintaining Boundaries
All representatives of OAKVILLE JAGUARS SOCCER ACADEMY must establish and
maintain appropriate boundaries in all interactions with children.
Appropriate Behaviour Includes:
e Using respectful, positive, and age-appropriate language
e Encouraging participation, confidence, and development
e Always maintaining professional relationships
e Ensuring interactions are observable and interruptible (Rule of Two)



Inappropriate Behaviour Includes:
e Any form of physical, emotional, or verbal abuse
e Use of degrading, humiliating, or discriminatory language
e Unnecessary or inappropriate physical contact
e Being alone with a child in a private or unobservable setting
e Communicating with children outside official program channels without parental
knowledge

5. Physical Contact Guidelines
e Physical contact must be limited to what is appropriate and necessary for
instruction or safety
e All contact must be respectful of the child’s comfort level
¢ Avoid any contact that could be misinterpreted

6. Communication Guidelines
e Communication with players must remain professional and soccer-related
e Parents/guardians should be included in communications when appropriate
e No private, secret, or exclusive communication with players is permitted

7. Supervision and Environment
e Always ensure appropriate supervision ratios
e Avoid one-on-one situations in isolated or non-visible environments
o Use open, observable, and safe spaces for all interactions

8. Reporting Concerns
All staff and volunteers have a responsibility to report concerns regarding the safety or
well-being of a child.

e Report concerns immediately to club leadership or the Safe Sport Officer

e Follow established reporting procedures

e Maintain confidentiality while prioritizing the child’s safety



9. Prohibited Conduct
The following behaviours are strictly prohibited:
e Any form of abuse or neglect
e Bullying, harassment, or intimidation
e Inappropriate relationships with players
e Possession or use of alcohol or drugs during program activities

10. Acknowledgment
| acknowledge that | have read, understood, and agree to abide by the OAKVILLE
JAGUARS SOCCER ACADEMY Child Protection Code of Conduct.

¢ Name:

¢ Role:

e Signature:

¢ Date:

Additional Resources

e Abuse-Free Sport https://abuse-free-sport.ca/

e Sport Information Resource Centre (SIRC) https://sirc.ca/

e Canada Soccer Safe Sport htips://sportintegrity.ca/canadian-safe-sport-program




